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ABSTRACT 

Correct names of 3 plants namely Pongamia glabra Vent var. xerocarpa Prain, Sterculia 
campanulata Wall, ex Mast. var. glabrifolia Kura and Limnophila hirsuta Benth. var. scaberrima 
Kurz are discussed in this paper. Notes on their distribution as well a* the nature nf h» 
specimens of the last two taxa are also given. 


INTRODUCTION 


The following taxa namely, Pongamia glabra Vent., 
Sterculia campanulata Wall, ex Mast, and Limnophila 
hirsuta Benth. have undergone nomenclatural- changes 
and consequently new combinations have become neces¬ 
sary for the varieties described under the above taxa. 
Prain (1897) described Pongamia glabra Vent. var. 
xerocarpa from Ceylon and Malay Peninsula while Kurz 
(1876) described Sterculia campanulata Wall, ex Mast, 
var. glabrifolia and Limnophila hirsuta Benth. var. 
scaberrima from the Nicobar Islands. These varieties 
need nomenclatural changes which are discussed and 
described in this paper. Distinguishing features, distri¬ 
bution and nature of type specimens of these varieties 
are also given. 

1. Pongamia pinnata (Linn.) Pierre, FI. For. Co¬ 
chinch. sub. t. 385, 1899 has now been accepted as the 
valid name for Pongamia glabra Vent. (Jard. Malm. t. 
28, 1803). David Prain, in his ‘Materials for the flora of 
Malay Peninsula’ (1897) described P. glabra Vent. var. 
xerocarpa, stating that this plant is the same as P. 
xerocarpa Hassk. The following are the distinguishing 
features of this variety from the typical one. 


Pongamia glabra Vent, 
var. glabra 

1. Leaflets usually 5, occa¬ 
sionally 7, ovate to ovate- 
oblong, up to 9.5 cm. wide, 
quite glabrous beneath. 

2. Racemes mostly solitary, 
simple. 


3. Pedicels up to 13 mm. long 
with the bracteoles situat¬ 
ed slightly above the middle. 

4. Ovules 2. 


Pongamia glabra Vent, 
var. xerocarpa 

Leaflets 7-9, very rarely 5, 
lanceolate, 2-3.8 cm. wide, 
usually puberulous on the 
midrib and veins beneath. 

Racemes occasionally 2-3 in 
the same axil and some¬ 
times sparingly branched. 

Pedicels up to 9 mm. long 
with the bracteoles situated 
close under the calyx. 

Ovules sometimes solitary. 


Specimens of P. glabra Vent. var. xerocarpa Prain, 
present in the Central National Herbarium were 
examined and were found to be a distinct variety as 
concluded by Prain. 

It is to be noted here that Kurz (1875) described 
P. glabra Vent, under the name P. mitis Kurz while 


Merrill (1910) made a similar combination namely P. 
mitis (Linn.) Merr., based on Robinia mitis Linn. (Sp. 
PI. ed. 2: 1044, 1763). Consequently P. glabra Vent, 
var. xerocarpa Prain has been changed to P. mitis (Ljnn.) 
Merr. var. xerocarpa (Prain) Merr. (1910). Merrill again 
(1917) proposed' another new combination namely P. 
pinnata based on Cytissus pinnatus Linn. (Sp. PI. ed. 1: 
741, 1753) and mentioned this variety as follows: 
Pongamia pinnata (Linn.) Merr. var. xerocarpa (Hassk.) 
Merr. in Philipp. J. Sci. 5: 101, 1910. P. xerocarpa 
Hassk. Hort. Bogor. Descr. 208, 1858; P. glabra Vent, 
var. xerocarpa Prain in J. Asiat Soc. Beng. 66 : 95. 
1897. From the reference it is clear that Merrill quoted 
only the., new combination he made in 1910 under 
P. mitis and cited the same here without actually making 
a new combination. Pierre pointed out as early as 1899 
that the name P. glabra Vent, is not legitimate and 
that the correct name is P. pinnata (Linn.) Pierre based 
on Cytissus pinnatus Linn. (Sp. PI. ed. 1: 741, 1753). 
This combination has priority over P. pinnata (Linn^ 
Merr. (19i7) and therefore has now been accepted as 
the valid name of the plant. All the combinations dis¬ 
cussed above (Kurz, 1875; Merrill, 1910, 1917) have 
thus become invalid. The correct name of P. glabra 
Vent. var. xerocarpa Prain should therefore be as fol¬ 
lows: Pongamia pinnata (Linn.) Pierre var. xerocarpa 
(Prain) Thoth. comb. nov. Basionym: Pongamia xero¬ 
carpa Hassk. Hort. Bogor. Descr. Retz. Ed. Nov. 208, 
1856. Synonyms - : Pongamia glabra Vent. var. xerocarpa 
Prain in J. Asiat. Soc. Beng. 66: 95, 1897. Pongamia 
mitis (Linn.) Merr. var. xerocarpa (Prain) Merr. in 
Philipp. J. Sci. 5: 101, 1910. 

Distribution: Ceylon, Java, Sumatra and Pahang, 
Kedah, Perak and Malacca in the Malay Peninsula. 

2. Pterocymbium tinctorium (Blanco) Merr. Gov. 
Lab. Publ. Philipp. 27 : 24,1905 is the correct name for 
Sterculia campanulata Wall, ex Mast FI. Brit. Jnd. 1: 
362, 1874. Kurz (1876) in his sketch on the vegetation 
of the Nicobar Islands described Sterculia campanulata 
Wall, ex Mast. var. glabrifolia from the Kamorta and 
Katchall Islands of the Nicobars. This plant differs from 
the typical one in having cordate-rotundate leaves which 
are quite glabrous. It is quite common in the tropical 
forests of the above islands and is one of the loftiest 
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Pongamia pinnata (Ubil) Pierre var. xerocarpa (Praia) Thoth. 

Fig. 1. A amaU flowering branch; Fig. 2. Inflorescence; Fig. 3. Pod; Fig. 4. Flower. 
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trees. The correct name of this plant should* therefore* 
be as follows: Pterocymbium tinctoriunn (Blanco) 
Merr. var. glabrifolium (Kurz) Thoth. comb. nov. 
Sterculia campanulata Wall, ex Mast. var. glabrifolia 
Kurz in J. Asiat. Soc. Beng. 45: 120, 1876. 

Distribution : Kamorta and Katchall Islands, Nico- 
bars. 

Since Kurz did not indicate the type of his taxon in 
the original description, a lectotype is hereby selected 
from the type material as follows: “Kamorta and 
Katchall, Flora of the Nicobars— Kurz s.n ., accession 
number 58125” (Lectotype in Herb. CAL.) 

3. A second plant, which Kurz described in his 
account on the vegetation of the Nicobar Islands is 
Limnophila hirsuta Benth. var. scaberrima which is dis¬ 
tinguished from the typical one by the following charac¬ 
ters: “Folia rugosa, supra tuberculis hyalinoalbidis 
calcareis et setulis boragineo-scaberrima, subtus punc¬ 
tata et hirsuta”. The type specimen of this plant, which 
is present in the Central National Herbarium, Calcutta 
was examined and the leaves were found to be tough 
and very seabrid. Since Limnophila hirsuta Benth. (DC. 
Prodr. 10: 388, 1846) has been changed to Limnophila 
chinensis (Osbeck) Merr. (Interpr. Rump. Herb. 
Amboin. 47, 1917), a new combination is suggested for 
this variety as follows: Limnophila chinensis (Osbeck) 
Merr. var. scaberrima (Kurz) Thoth. comb. nov. 
Limnophila hirsuta Benth. var. scaberrima Kurz. in J. 
Asiat Soc, Beng. 45: 143, 1876. 

Distribution : Rather frequent along swampy rivulets 
on the grass heath of Kamorta Island, Nicobars. 

Of the 2 specimens present in the Central National 
Herbarium Calcutta, one is from Kamorta Island, the 
other from Katchall Island of the Nicobars. Kurz has 


not stated the type in his original description of this 
taxon except giving the distribution as mentioned above. 
Under these circumstances the following is chosen as 
the lectotype of this variety: “Kamorta, Flora of the 
Nicobar Islands Kurz s.n.” (Lectotype in Herb. CAL.) 
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